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1. Airborne Museum renovates its
buildings

Since 2013, the Airborne Museum has embarked on an extensive program of construction
and renovation of its spaces. This major project began with the inauguration of the Operation
Neptune building in May 2014 and the Ronald Reagan Conference Centre was completed in
2016. In 2019, the ticket office and he shop were expanded and renovated.

Following this expansion phase, the renovation phase will begin in 2020 with the
complete renovation of the C-47 building. Then, around 2023-2024, the museum will begin
reconstruction of the historic Airborne Museum building: the Waco.

The objectives of this renovation are to improve the quality of our buildings, enable better
preservation of our collections, but also to rethink the museography in a chronological and
thematic perspective and to offer an attractive scenography.
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1.

AirborneMuseumrenovatesitsbuildings

2020-2021 : Building C-47 and
Operation Neptune Hall
Building C-47 is dedicated to the preparation of the D-Day and the events leading up to the Normandy Landings. It
features an authentic C-47 aircraft that took part in the Normandy Landings and the Second World War more generally.
From October 2020, the C-47 will be completely renovated, both in terms of the buildings and the museography/
scenography. The reopening is scheduled for April 2021. This building will remain focused on parachutists and air
operations in a scenography offering a better presentation of our collection and allowing visitors to have keys to read
these events through testimonials, films, interactions, etc..
Unpublished themes will find their place, such as :
- The birth of American paratroopers
- The first airborne operations
- The role of pathfinders
- The disinformation operation Fortitude
- A never-before-seen film on a giant screen will cover the highlights leading up to D-Day.
-The disinformation operation Fortitude
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- A ew movie on a giant screen will cover the highlights leading up to D-Day.
- The German reaction will be presented inside a reconstructedblockhaus.
- The history of the C-47 aircraft and then more precisely the particular history of the “Argonia” aircraft presented in the
building.

A playful handling area will also be created so that our visitors can feel the weight of paratrooper’s equipment.
The hall of the “Operation Neptune” building will be rearranged to present themes such as war medicine, civilians during
the Liberation and the construction of Memory and Remembrance.
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1.

AirborneMuseumrenovatesitsbuildings

2023-2024:
the Waco glider building
Today, the initial space of the museum is devoted to gliders and their use during the Normandy Landings. It houses an
exceptional historical piece, a real Waco glider. It is the only one that can be visited in France in this state of conservation.
Visitors of the museum also have the privilege of boarding inside the plane to imagine the sensations that a soldier could
experience in 1944.
Medical equipment is also on display as well as everyday objects (food, drink, hygienic items, games), weapons and many
other collector’s items.
In order to meet the requirements of conservation, reception of the public and enrichment of the contents, the current
building will be completely destroyed to create a space twice its size while retaining its characteristic shape: a parachute
canopy.
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The glider will thus be put in majesty, also more accessible by the removal of a footbridge. This building will be
dedicated to gliders and their missions in June 1944 through interviews, simulators and a better presentation
of the collection. New themes will appear: life under the Occupation at Sainte-Mère-Eglise, the role of the local
resistance and the state of the opposing forces (how many Germans) and where were they? etc...

2. Airborne Museum expands its
offerings
Meeting rooms rental
Since 2016, the Ronald Reagan Center offers visitors a large 120-seats cinema. This space is also available for rental to
organize seminars or work meetings. In 2020, the museum will host the centenary symposium of the association of the
friends of the Ecausseville airship hangar, which will take place on October 8 and 9.
Another 60 seats (max) room is also available. The Airborne Museum welcomes companies or associations looking for
both a friendly place to welcome their teams and an atypical place full of history. Coupled with a free or guided tour of the
museum, a coffee reception or a catering service, this offer is very popular and allows the museum to reach a different
audience.
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2.

AirborneMuseumexpandsitsofferings

Airborne Museum improves its
ticket office
Renovated and extended in 2019, the ticket office and the shop now offer a beautiful space to our visitors.
The new ticket office is now brighter, more spacious and allows the museum to comfortably accommodate large groups.
A large reception counter allows two ticket counters to be opened, thus limiting waiting time, but also allows our Histopad
tablets to be handed out while providing explanations about them.
Meanwhile, the shop has gained in space and understanding. Our visitors can locate themselves better and find the
desired souvenirs more easily... The range of products has been enlarged, diversifying our offer of souvenirs in order to
satisfy our physical but also virtual visitors thanks to our e-shop.
As part of the renovation, a chronological frieze will be added in the reception area which will show visitors the main
phases of the Normandy Landings. Thus the order of events will be immediately presented for a better understanding,
00:15: arrival of the first paratroopers, 4:00: landing of the gliders and 6:30: landing at Utah Beach.
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3. News in 2020
Temporary exhibition
” France of the Second World War
seen through propaganda posters ”
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From April to November 2020, the Airborne Museum
presents a new temporary exhibition: “ France of the
Second World War seen through propaganda posters”.

This exhibition deals with the France of World War II seen
through more than 70 propaganda posters.
From the Phoney War to the Liberation through the
occupation and the Vichy regime, visitors discover a wide
variety of propaganda posters on themes as varied as
school, family and of course military life.
The exhibition aims to educate the eye and to help visitors
understand how these images work. Visitors are thus
provided with keys to decode the posters and discover
their hidden meaning.
This presentation to the public is made possible thanks to
the work of the association Bruneval 42, directed by the
three Coquerel brothers. The association lends almost all
the posters and is the author of the descriptive texts. The
Airborne Museum also thanks the Caen Memorial for the
loan of 4 posters.
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The 76th Anniversary of the
Normandy Landings

As every year, the Airborne Museum organizes an American reenactment
camp near the museum from June 5 to 8, 2020, open to all for free. With a large
number of vintage vehicles, a plethora of scenes and demonstrations, Camp
Geronimo is an essential part of the Normandy D-Day landing festivities and
has now become one of the largest American re-enactment camps in France.
In order to recreate the atmosphere and scenes of life in a military camp
in Normandy, the museum calls upon the services of several experienced
reenactment associations such as V for Victory, MVCG Bretagne, 39th ITD and
Eure Liberté 44.
Couples, families, enthusiasts or collectors, all can discover the world of the
American Forces in the alleys of the camp. The reenactors will be present
throughout the opening to exchange with visitors, give demonstrations and
sometimes even invite them to get into a vehicle.
Many armoured vehicles will be present, including 8 tanks.
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Pre-programme for the 76th anniversary of the Normandy Landings in
Sainte-Mère-Eglise

3. News in 2020

Tuesday, June 2, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.: Military Stock Exchange under the covered market.
From June 4 to June 7: Army Village
Thursday, June 4th :
- 2:30 pm : Precision jump, church square
- 4pm: Ceremony at the Stele A. Renaud, 4:30pm: Memorial Service, 5:30pm:
Ceremony at the AVA Monument
Friday, June 5th :
- 9am: Ceremony at the stele of the 3 cemeteries
- 9:30 a.m.: Remembrance Mass
- 10:45 am : Ceremony at the Signal monument
- 11:45 am: Wreath laying at Borne Zero in homage to civilian victims
- 11:50 am: Flowering at the stele of Generals Gavin and Ridgway
- 7pm : Banquet of Freedom at the covered market
- 7 to 8 pm: Musical aperitif with Normandy Jazz patrol
- 7 to 10:30 pm: Night of the Airborne Museum
- 8:15 to 10:15 pm: Musical animation with the Satin Doll Sisters
- From 11pm: Demonstration of an anti-aircraft protection device with searchlights, around the church
From Friday 5 to Monday 8 June: Re-enactment Camp “Geronimo”. Camp featuring American airborne troops in
Normandy. Numerous animations :
- Thematic trail highlighting the Landing in Normandy:
		
• The origins of the overlord plan from 1943 and presentation of the
plan on the five beaches of Normandy.
		

• The jump sectors on the American and British sides

		

• German forces in the presence

- US airborne troops: the case of the 82nd Airborne Division
- presentation of the sand table with zoom on the operations taking place in
Sainte-Mère-Eglise and La Fière
- Presentation of the parachutist’s equipment, his material, his armament.
- Presentation of the “Foxholes”
- Evocation of a semi-buried command post of the 9th Airforce OBDS 		
(Ordnance bomb disposal squad) (deminers intervening before the setting
up of temporary airfields)
- Field dressing station with medical evacuation vehicles
- Presentation of an armoured unit with 5 to 8 sherman tanks and tank 		
destroyer (TDM10)
- Ammunition depot with supply area
- Bivouac
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- Relaxation area with mess (military canteen) and field cinema. An archive film in English will be shown on the
history of the 82nd Airborne Division.

press kit
Saturday June 6th :
- 10:15 am : Presentation of a stick of the 82nd Airborne on the church square
- from 9 to 11am: Exhibition of vehicles around the church
- 12:00 am : Normandy Day picnic on the church square
- 12:00 am to 2 pm: Musical animation with Sarah Savoy and Hellraisin’ Hayride Trio
- 2-6pm: Historic Programs concerts on the stage and DDay Memorial Parade in the streets
- 6:30 to 7:15 pm: Concert in th e church with Colorado Springs Chorus
- 10:30 pm: Night of the Airborne Museum
- 8:00-9:00 p.m.: Radio Hook years 40-50. Audience prize with applause meter
- 9:15-10:15 pm: Musical animation with Madeeson and Co
- 10:30 to 11:25 pm: Musical animation with Bluegrass Burger Quartet
- 11:30 pm: Fireworks on the church square
Sunday, June 7th :
On the site of La Fière:
- From 10.30 am : Parachuting with the participation of Liberty jump Team and Round Canopy Parachuting team
- 11 am- 2pm: Musical walk with Extra Muros
- 1pm: Military parachuting with the participation of 1000 parachutists from 7 different nations
- 3pm: Ceremonial Ceremonial Monument Iron Mike
- 5pm: Return of the troops to the town.
In the village of Sainte-Mère-Eglise:
- 10 am to 12am : Exhibition of vehicles around the church
- 3-4 pm : Musical animation with Dancing day
- 4 - 5:15 pm: Musical animation with The Larimer Chorale
- 4-6 pm : Musical wandering with Extra Muros
- 5:45pm: Arrival of the troops from the Proud
- 6:15 pm : Veterans welcome on stage
- From 6pm: parade of military vehicles on the return of the troops around the church.
- 8-9 pm: Peace Concert in the church with Collegium Jubilans
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4.L’histopad,notrecompagnondevisiteserenouvelle

4. L’histopad, notre compagnon de
visite se renouvelle
Since 2018, all museum visitors have access to an innovative and immersive technology thanks to the histopad tablet.
Through spectacular 360° reconstructions, this tablet plunges the visitor into the history of Sainte-Mère-Eglise under
the Occupation and during the summer of 1944: civilian life, participation in the briefing of the paratroopers, jumping on
Sainte-Mère-Eglise, fighting to defend the city, for example. 8 immersive scenes thus offer a journey through time and
space to live the emotion of this historical event!
Throughout their visit, visitors can virtually manipulate a selection of objects on display in the museum to discover and
understand their function, meet the main protagonists of the battle or take part in the hunt for war relics.
Numerous contents are integrated to reveal incredible destinies and plunge into the heart of the action: unpublished
photographs, animated maps, extracts from exceptional archive films and concise texts, translated into 6 languages
(French, English, Dutch, German, Spanish and Italian).
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In two years of use, the museum has already evolved the content of the tablet by adding languages, lightening the
content in certain areas or improving the handling of the Histopad to make it as intuitive as possible. The result is very
positive: our visitors, especially the younger generation, are attracted by this technology. Depending on their comfort with
the tool, not everyone uses it in the same way. Younger people focus on discovering all the functionalities while those less
comfortable with digital are satisfied with contemplating the main immersive scenes.
In 2019, the U.S. Air Force National Museum - the world’s largest military aviation museum, with more than 1 million annual
visitors - based in Dayton, Ohio, hosted a temporary exhibition entitled “D-Day, Freedom from the Sky”. This innovative
exhibition was designed around the contents of the museum’s tablet, which are associated with emblematic aircraft from
the American museum’s collection.
On August 30, 2019, the Airborne Museum was awarded the F@imp gold medal in the “Augmented Reality” category for
the HistoPad. This award was given as part of the “Festival of Audiovisual International Multimedia Patrimony” (F@imp
2.0), organized by the international committee “AVICOM” - section of ICOM. The purpose of this award is to recognize a
production of excellence, both for its scientific and pedagogical value and for its originality and technological qualities.
In 2020, the HistoPad will be further developed to make it easier to use in the museum’s reception area, but also for a more
pleasant experience: suppression of ambient sounds, scans to access content, etc...
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4. Practical information

4. Practical information

OPENING TIMES

PRESS CONTACTS

•May to August : 9am – 07pm
Clémence TREOL
•April & September: 9:30am – 6:30pm
+33 (0)2 33 41 78 03
•October to March: 10am – 06pm
Communication@airborne-museum.org
Closed in December and January expect during
Christmas Holidays.
Magali MALLET
+33 (0)2 33 41 78 02
RATES
direction@airborne-museum.org

•ADULT : 9.90 €
• CHILD (6 to 16 year old): 6.00 €
•FAMILY : (2 adults and 2 Children) :
Adults : 9.00€ / Children : 5€
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