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AIRBORNE MUSEUM, SAINTE-MERE-EGLISE
A few kilometers from Utah Beach and the Landing Beaches, The Airborne museum is located in the
heart of Sainte-Mère-Eglise, in front of the clock tower from which the parachutist John Steele
dangled caught by his parachute.

The Airborne Museum is the largest museum in Europe dedicated to the American paratroopers of
the 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions engaged during the Normandy landings in 1944.
In 2015, the museum welcomed more than 206,000 visitors making it the first museum in La Manche
on the thematic of memory tourism.
Three, almost four buildings are to be discovered in the museum. In the first: the
Waco building is centered on the use of gliders during the Normandy landings,
visitors move around a genuine WACO glider and also have the opportunity to
board on it.

The second building named C-47 focuses on the preparations of the
landings and the dropping operations before Normandy. A real airplane C47 that participated in the events of June 1944 stands in the middle of the
building. Just in front of him, General Eisenhower visits paratroopers of
the 101st Airborne Division on June 5 at an airfield in England.

Two other buildings are added to the trail, Operation Neptune since 2014 and the Ronald Reagan
Conference Center which will open in May 2016.
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A VAST EXTENSION PROGRAM
OPERATION NEPTUNE
Operation Neptune, opened in May 2014 takes the visitor to
the heart of the action. Through a hyper-realistic and
immersive scenograpgy, visitors take part in operations
alongside paratroopers of the 82nd Airborne Division. This
third space consists of two types of rooms, first provide
information to visitors and then let them live and experience
the events of 1944. Visitors board on a real plane C-47 to
cross the Channel towards Sainte- Mère-Eglise, the feel the
vibrations of the cabin, heard engine sounds, anti-aircraft fire but also the jump-master giving the
order to jump "Go Go Go!"
On leaving the aircraft, thanks to a wind tunnel and a glass bridge, the illusion is given to parachute in
Sainte-Mère-Eglise!
The visitor will then witness the Battle of Sainte-Mère-Eglise between 6th and 7th of June 1944 and
then he would see the hard fighting that took place at “La
Fière” between 6th and 9th of June. The emotions and
feelings are important in this new space: a few minutes of
film pays tribute to victims of the fighting with the
remembrance of temporary cemeteries that hosted about
14,000 graves between 1944 and 1948.

THE RONALD REAGAN CONFERENCE CENTER

This building is completing the offer of the museum by creating a modular space which be
able to accommodate a conference center, a cinema and a temporary exhibition hall. The opening is
scheduled in May 2016.
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In its standard configuration, half of the space will be occupied by a temporary exhibition and a
cinema will occupy the second part. For special events, at seminars or conferences, the space will be
redeveloped to accommodate the programs of activities of the museum.

The Airborne museum is supported by many partners to build this new building: the Regional
Council of Low-Normandy, the Ronald Reagan Foundation, the Crédit Agricole Bank and the FNADT.
The Ronald Reagan Foundation, whose President is Michel Reagan, wanted to financially support this
project and create a long-lasting partnership including the organization of conferences.
The inaugural exhibition (from july 2016) will focus on "The Battle of the Ardennes, Bastogne,
winter 1944". The December 16, 1944, Hitler launches a major offensive through the Belgian
Ardennes to regain the port of Anvers and repel the allied forces. These are taken by surprise
because of the suddenness and speed of the attack. Urgently, General Eisenhower decided to send
reinforcements (some units hold in reserve in France). The Battle of the Bulge was very hard and
deadly for the Allied forces were facing a very harsh winter and a severe lack of supplies of food and
weapons.
The battle of the bulge will not end until late January 1945.
This new exhibition will also highlight the way of freedom starting from Sainte-Mère-Eglise and
arriving in Bastogne and the role of Patton's army in the Battle of the Bulge.
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LAUNCH OF THE DIGITAL APPLICATION : AIRBORNE REALITY
In April 2016, the Airborne Museum of Sainte-Mère-Eglise will offer its visitors to download
its application called "Airborne Reality". It will offer the opportunity to create their one personalized
tour and access to innovative technologies such as augmented reality and 3D.
This digital application also provides an opportunity for visitors to witness the landings of
1944. In front of their eyes, with the augmented reality, users of smartphones or tablets will attend
the arrival of US paratroopers in front of the church of Sainte-Mère-Eglise.
Through this innovative technology, younger generations will view history and will be able to grasp
some events often abstract for them.
Moreover, with the help of 3D modeling, a parachute is deploying on the screen revealing all its
scope and the helmet of General Gavin can be moved with fingers thanks to the 3D.
Airborne Reality, how does it work ?
Outside the museum, the application can be downloaded from the QR code on the flyer of the
museum in 2016, the website or from Google Play and the App Store. Most of the content of
Airborne Reality will be accessible only inside the museum, however, the user will able to access to
the manual, the customization of his visit and an augmented reality visible with the flyer.

Inside the museum, visitors can download the application from a "free WIFI" terminal located in the
WACO building. Airborne Reality downloads in less than 10 seconds on tablets and smartphones.
At the end of the download, the customization of the
tour begins:




Select language: French, English and Dutch in the
coming months
Route selection: fast route (brief information) or
Full Course (details)
Defining areas of interest from a wide range of
topics: the uniforms, medicine and religion, the
parachutist equipment, communication and
intelligence, air transport, the spoils of war,
vehicles, characters, objects famous.

Following these choices, an estimated time of visit is given: the visitor has the opportunity to change
his choice or begin his tour.
Whatever the options chosen by the visitor, it will encourage them to discover items not to be
missed. Also, the essential historical facts are highlighted in order to understand the progress of the
landing in the sector.
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Airborne Reality in figures
• 15 points of interest spread for the majority in the first two
buildings to modernize these two priority areas.
• 2 augmented realities, one inside the museum, facing the
bell tower of Sainte-Mere-Eglise and the second can be
activated simply by using the museum flyer.
• 2 3D modeling: an American parachute and the helmet of
General Gavin.
A budget of 106 000 € has been allocated for making this happen. Airborne Reality aims to be
completed over the years. In partnership with Datexim company, creator of the application, other
points of interest and augmented realities but also 3D models will be added to the application in the
coming years. The application could also be translated in some other languages.
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MUSEUM’S BOOK PUBLISHING
The Airborne Museum is creating a historical book "Objective Sainte-Mère-Eglise : US paratroopers
of the D-Day," which revolves around the collections of the Airborne Museum.

This unpublished work leads for the first time the reader into the epic adventure of US airborne
troops. From the birth of the paratroopers to the use of gliders through the victorious epic of 82nd
and 101st Airborne, this unique book gather all the actors of this fantastic armada and plunge the
lector into the history of WWII items.
Thanks to the rich illustrations and items from the collection of the Airborne Museum, reading this
book makes that history, our History alive.
The publication of the Museum’s book is planned for February 2016 and will be available in our store
(29€) and in bookstores. It is prefaced by Barbara Gavin, granddaughter of General James Gavin
(82nd Airborne) and count about 170 pages.
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PROGRAM OF EVENTS 2016
In 2016, on facebook and the website of the museum: Miniserie facebook: "The D-Day of the
paratroopers John and James." The museum offers to users connecting to follow John and James,
two young men who joined the army in 1942 to become paratroopers. Enlisted for one in the 101st
Airborne and for the second in the 82nd Airborne, Facebook fans will discover their adventures, their
lives before, during and after the landing in Normandy.

February : Publishing of the book "Objective Sainte-Mère-Eglise : US paratroopers of the D-Day,"
which revolves around the collections of the Airborne Museum

April: launch of the Airborne Reality application

May, 1st : Opening and inauguration of the Ronald Reagan Conference Center
May 13 to September 30: Exhibition "A camp for German prisoners in Foucarville"
Few people know the history of the camp of German prisoners built between 1944 and 1947. This
place called "Continental Central Enclosure No. 19" originally planned for 20,000 men had to expand
to accommodate up to 60 000. A real city was built gradually, with electric lighting, roads, sanitation,
and water supply ensuring the consumption of 600,000 liters per day.
This exhibition will present information, unpublished or confidential testimonies and original items,
never showed to the public. Beyond life in the camp, outdoor work, relationships between prisoners
and the local population, the exhibition questions the role of the prison world that displayed a
rehabilitation objective of young Germans to democracy.
May, 14th : Conference as part of the exhibition "A camp for German prisoners in Foucarville"
May 21 from 19h to 23h: Night at the Airborne Museum
Board on the Argonia! This genuine aircraft participated in the airdrop operations on 6 and 7 June
1944 during the Normandy landings. Visitors will be able to board on it and get a guided tour in the
presence of a paratrooper in uniform.
Numerous activities: Guided tour, the American Paratrooper The preparation and inventory of
equipment, medical equipment presentation.
May, 27th : Conference as part of the exhibition "A camp for German prisoners in Foucarville"
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72ND ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY LANDINGS
June 3:



Screening of the film "prisoner of the D-Day" (all day).
20h: Theatre play evoking the life of Simone Renaud (wife of Mayor in 1944)

June 4 : 20h: Theatre play evoking the life of Simone Renaud (wife of Mayor in 1944)
June 6 : 20h: Theatre play evoking the life of Simone Renaud (wife of Mayor in 1944)
June, 1 to June, 8: re-enactment of a camp "Geronimo" featuring the American airborne troops in
Normandy.
Many workshops and activities on the camp: battery commissioning, field hospital demonstration
tanks, vehicle parades, battle simulation.
June 7, 9 am: Contract Signature at the Airborne Museum in partnership with the CIRFA of La
Manche. Young habitants of La Manche will sign their contract and will integrate the Army.

June 30: Presentation of teams of the Tour de France in Sainte-Mère-Eglise. Debriefing of the teams
at the Airborne Museum.
July: Opening of the exhibition "The Battle of the Ardennes, Bastogne, winter 1944"
17 and 18 September: Conference as part of the exhibition "A camp for German prisoners in
Foucarville"
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HISTORY OF THE MUSEUM
1964 – Official opening of the first building, the Airborne Museum is born

20 years after the liberation of Sainte-Mère-Eglise, the Airborne Museum built his first building to
honor the Allied troops came to liberate their town and their country.
In 1964, Dr Masselin (Mayor of SME), along with General Ridgway, supprimer in commander of the
82nd Airborne Division in 1944, inaugurated a parachute shaped building. The Airborne Museum was
built at the very place where, a house was destroyed by fire during the night of June 5th 1944.
1984 – Construction of the C-47 building

A second building was inaugurated, to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the D-Day Landing, in the
presence of General Gavin, who succeeded Gen. Ridgway as commander of the 82nd Division.

2014 – A brand new building, Operation Neptune
This new building wants to be innovative, attractive and educational. The visitor is an actor of the DDay landings in Normandy.
“Get ready to live the parachute drops of June 6th 1944 in the completely new “Operation Neptune”
building! Join the nighttime embarkation of a C-47 aircraft in England, then drop into the square of
Sainte-Mère-Eglise in the midst of the fighting and take part in the operations that followed.” This is
the promise of the Airborne Museum…

2016: The Ronald Reagan conference center and the launch of the "Airborne Reality" application
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION












PRESS CONTACTS
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