THE 70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE VICTORY IN EUROPE AT THE
AIRBORNE MUSEUM

PRESS KIT
MARCH 2015

Report of the 70th Anniversary of
Normandy Invasion
During the 70th anniversary of Normandy
invasion, the museum reported record
admissions with an increase of 62% between
2013 and 2014. The success around these
commemorations highlights the fact it’s
fundamental to preserve memories of events of june 1944.

70th Anniversary of D-Day Landings in Normandy

Indeed, in 2014, the Airborne Museum spent a year dense and
full of emotions and events. Many veterans came for the event to
attend the ceremonies to honour them. This trip in Normandy is for
them a time of memories, share, joy and this is also the way to
celebrate their comrades killed 70 years ago.

Inauguration of the building "Operation Neptune" June, 5 2014
with Don Jakeway, veteran of the 2nd Airborne Division

261 000 visitors came at the
Airborne Museum during the 70th
Anniversary of the Normandy
Invasion.

In 2014, The Airborne Museum
celebrated its 50 years old and for
this event, a new building has been
built “Operation Neptune”. Thanks to
its realism, this third building takes
visitors through the D-Day alongside
American paratroopers of the 82nd
and 101st Airborne Division

Marc LEFEVRE, President of the Airborne Museum.

“Operation Neptune”: the immersion for the understanding
The scenography
In a series of galleries called
“experiential zones” each
preceded by an anteroom or
« airlock », in which the keys to
understanding the following event
are provided, the visitor will be
completely plunged into the heat of
the action.

This trip brings to life, through different sequences, in chronological order, the experiences of the
individual paratroopers of the 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions, from embarkation in England
during the night of June 5/6th 1944, through to the battle of the Normandy hedgerows and the
other operations in which they took part, all the way to Berlin.

June 5th, between 9.30 and 11 pm
The visitor is transported into the night of June 5th to find himself in a hangar situated on an airfield
in England where the American soldiers are about to board and take off.
The public then board the aircraft, visit the flight deck
and the paratroopers sat along one side of the cabin,
ready for their jump over Normandy.
John the radio operator makes his first appearance.

Board in a real C-47 plane

The noise is almost deafening. Anti-aircraft fire and the
plane's engines make the fuselage shake beneath the
visitors' feet.

The only source of light in the darkness comes from the cockpit instruments and the red and green
flashing lights of the jump master who is standing near the jump door.

Just like the paratroopers, the visitor now steps out of the aircraft into the night sky and, looking
down (through the floor of an all glass walkway) he can distinguish in the darkness below, the
town of Sainte-Mère- Eglise.
The air around is filled with parachutes and C47 s, the sound of their engines combines with the
explosions of artillery fire.

June 6th, between 1 and 2 am.
The visitor finds himself the town square by the church in the early hours of June 6th.
It's still in darkness and a red glow emanates from a house on fire. The alarm is sounding and the
visitor hears the voices and other noises as the locals work to put out the fire.
The faint sound of aircraft engines grows progressively louder as they pass overhead in waves,
then there is machine gun fire and paratroops begin to land. A German soldier appears and the
sounds of combat can be heard all around.

June 9th, 4pm
The visitor is at the La Fière bridge, in the flooded marshlands at the end
of the ferocious fighting between the paratroopers and the entrenched
«The visit offers a unique,
and heavily armed Germans.
cutting edge, sensation filled
After several days of non-stop combat, the Americans have succeeded
journey».
in taking and holding La Fière. The causeway is littered with all sorts of
wreckage and partly submerged bodies can be made out, floating in the marshes.
The visitor walks across the Merderet bridge and then follows a path alongside a grassy bank. He
hears the sounds of the advancing U.S. Troops : various vehicle noises and some wounded
troopers calling to each other. Sporadic weapons fire can be heard, coming from the far side of
the marsh, as the battle has already moved on.

From June 13th to 15th
The visitor walks along a sunken lane with hedgerows on either side. American soldiers are
crouched on the other side of the hedges. At the end of the walk, the visitor discovers that he has
walked right past a German soldier without seeing him.

A spacious hall is divided into several different areas:
-

Press Gallery

Through archive footage and newspapers from the time, the visitor discovers the contrasting ways
in which these events were being reported back home to the Allies and to the Vichy/German
public.
-

August 1944 to May 1945.

Here we trace the steps of the American Airborne troops after their arrival in Normandy all the
way to Berlin.
The different operations in which they took part are described : Operation Dragoon (in the south
of France), Operation Market Garden (Holland), the battle of the Bulge (Belgium) and Operation
Varsity (Germany).
-

Civilians and Veterans: A collection of artifacts, clothing, documents, photographs and film

footage enables the visitor to understand what life was like for the civilian population
during the liberation.
-

Memorial: This area is a shrine, dedicated to the memory of the young men who gave

their lives and illustrates the temporary cemeteries that were their initial resting place.
-

Piper Cub: the visitor discovers a Piper Cub

reconnaissance aircraft. The aerodrome at La
Londe is described and its crucial role, along
with all the other makeshift landing sites, in
delivering allied troops and equipment.
-

photographs highlight the
reconciliation of France and Germany.
Reconciliation:

Piper Cub

New in 2015
“V for Victory, from Normandy to Berlin”, an exhibition in the park of
the museum
Starting on May, the 8th, the Airborne Museum will celebrate the 70th Anniversary of Victory in
Europe.
Visitors will enjoy to discover an exhibition in the park of the museum « V for Victory, From
Normandy to Berlin »
This new exhibition will help visitors understand the main episodes of
these 335 days of sacrifice and fighting that led to victory in Europe.
This exhibition leads visitors to experience all the emotion of the Allies’
victorious progress from June 6, 1944 to May 8, 1945. Follow the Allies
advance step by step up to the capitulation of Germany - from the
beaches of Normandy to the liberation of Paris by Leclerc’s army; from
the landings in Provence in the south of France, to the capture of Colmar by de Lattre de
Tassigny’s army; from the Battle of the Bulge to the siege of Bastogne; and from the capture of
Berchtesgaden to the fall of Berlin.
Don’t miss the inauguration of the exhibition on May, the 7 th at 07:00 in the presence of
Helen Patton!

The foundation stone-laying ceremony of the Franco-American Ronald
Reagan conference center on May, the 19th

Franco-American Ronald Reagan conference center

The construction of a new building will begin in 2015 with the foundation stone-laying ceremony
on May, the 19th.
This new building will offer a projection room, a lecture room and a temporary exhibition space. It
should take one year to build the conference center.

The Airborne museum is supported by many partners to build this new building: the State, the
Regional Council of Low-Normandy and the Ronald Reagan Foundation. This foundation which
president is Michael Reagan wanted to support the project and create a long term partnership
organizing conferences for example.
Don’t miss the foundation stone-laying ceremony on May, the 19th at 03:30 in the
presence of Michael Reagan!

Tools to receive children
A visit with John
To interest passionates, novices, witnesses of the Second World War as
youngers, the museum offers suitable contents to visitors. Indeed Children have
their own Mascot to guide them and specially adapted explanatory texts. The
journey is made in the company of John, a radio operator in the 82nd
Airborne.

Educationnal notebook
Educational notebooks are now available at the Airborne Museum for Children from 6 to 15
years old.
Children and teenagers will be able to discover the history of the D-Day landings in Normandy all
while having fun thanks to special sections of the booklet (drawing, games, cross words etc...). All
along the visit children are alongside Albert, a grandfather who lived the Normandy invasion in
1944.
When they get back home they will be happy to have a souvenir Airborne Museum booklet
guide.
Visitors can buy it at the ticket office of the Airborne Museum (1€) or download it for free on the
website: www.airborne-museum.org

Folders for teachers
Teacher records are also available for free download on the website Teachers will find a
presentation of the Museum, the objectives of the educational booklet, correction and ideas to
further extend the work of children and teenagers.
The museum has an educational seating room (38 seats). It's possible to reserve it for work studies
wished by the teacher.

Event 2015
April, 18 and 19: Show-Jumping Competition in Sainte-Mère-Eglise.
Lottery, catering on the spot, activities for children.
Free entrance

May, 8 to November, 2 : Exhibition at the Airborne Museum « V for Victory, From Normandy to
Berlin »
On the May, 8 we will celebrate the 70th anniversary of the end of
the Second World War. For this event, the Airborne Museum
presents an exhibition in the park which will relate with images the
great moments of liberation of Europe until the fall of the German
Reich.

May, 16 from 07:00 to 11:00 pm: A night at the Airborne
Museum. Visit the Airborne Museum and discover the new building «
Operation Neptune ».
Board an authentic plane: the Argonia, this plane took part in the
operations of Normandy invasion on June 6 and 7.
Many activities: guided visits, presentations of women during the
war and equipments of paratroopers.

May, 31 to June, 7: Geronimo Camp at the Airborne Museum.
Re-enactment of the Airborne troops in Normandy. Many activities
(equipments of paratroopers, many military vehicles, presentation of the
battle of hedgerows, evacuation of the injured…. and also board military
vehicles!)

About the Airborne Museum

The Airborne museum is located in the heart of Sainte-Mère-Eglise, in front of the clock tower
from which the parachutist John Steele dangled caught by his parachute. With its stunningly
realistic displays, the Airborne Museum allows you to experience D-Day alongside the
American parachutists from the 82 nd and 101 st Airborne Divisions. From the preparations in
England, up to the battles which would lead to the Liberation, you will be alongside the airborne
troops on their road to victory. See an extraordinary collection of historical objects, a real glider
and a C-47 aircraft both of which took part in the D-Day operations.

1964 – Official opening of the first building, the Airborne Museum is born
In 1964, Dr Masselin (Mayor of SME), along with General Ridgway, supprimer in commander of
the 82nd Airborne Division in 1944, inaugurated a parachute shaped building. The Airborne
Museum was built at the very place where, a house was destroyed by fire during the night of June
5th 1944.
The first building is home for a WACO glider in its
original condition, which is unique in France.
Gliders carried men and materials to reinforce and
support the paratroopers. Here, vistors can Board
the glider and discover equipment from the past
and also testimonials, photographs, weapons …

The Waco Glider

1984 – Construction of the C-47 building
A second building was inaugurated, to celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the D-Day Landing, in the presence of General
Gavin, who succeeded Gen. Ridgway as commander of the
82nd Division.
Here, visitors observe a veritable Douglas C47 boarding scene.
The aircraft, the “Argonia”, displayed in the second building,
actually participated in dropping paratroopers and towing
gliders. A film, created by the museum, will show you archive
Douglas c-47
footage of Sainte-Mère-Eglise during the war: from the
occupation to its liberation.

2014 – A brand new building, Operation Neptune
This new building wants to be innovative, attractive and educational. The visitor is an actor of
the D-Day landings in Normandy.
“Get ready to live the parachute drops of June 6th 1944 in the completely new “Operation
Neptune” building! Join the nighttime embarkation of a C-47 aircraft in England, then drop into
the square of Sainte-Mère-Eglise in the midst of the fighting and take part in the operations that
followed.” This is the promise of the Airborne Museum…

The Battle of Sainte-Mère-Eglise

The battle of La Fiere

Practical information
Airborne Museum
14 rue Eisenhower
50480 Sainte-Mère-Eglise
Tél. 0033 (0)2 33 41 41 35
Fax. 0033 (0)2 33 41 78 87
www.airborne-museum.org
infos@airborne-museum.org

Opening Times 2015 :
•
•
•
•

May to August : 9 m-7pm
April to September : 09:30am-6:30pm
October to March : 10am-6pm
Closed in December and January excpect during Christmas Holidays

Admission rates 2015 :
•

Adult : 8.00 €

•

Child (6 to 16 year old): 5.00 €

•

Chil under 6 : free

•
•

Family : (2 adults and 2 Children) : Adults : 7.50€ / Children : 4€
Group : Adults : 6 € / Children: 4 €
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